
Coding Systems  for Cell, Tissue and Organ

Resolution WHA 63.22 
The sixty-third World Health Assembly
1. ENDORSES the WHO Guiding Principles 
on Human Cell, Tissue and Organ 
Transplantation;
2. URGES Member States:..

(8)  to encourage the implementation of 
globally consistent coding systems for human 
cells, tissues and organs as such in order to 
facilitate national and international traceability 
of materials of human origin for 
transplantation;

3. REQUESTS the Director-General:…

(5) to provide, in response to requests from 
Member States, technical support for 
developing national legislation and regulation 
on, and suitable and traceable coding 
systems for, donation and transplantation of 
human cells, tissues or organs, in particular 
by facilitating international cooperation;

Guiding Principle # 10 
Monitoring long term outcomes. 

Quality and safety 
of procedures and products

This requires implementation of 
quality systems including traceability 

and vigilance, with adverse events 
and reactions reported, both 

nationally and for exported human 
products.

Internationally agreed means of 
coding to identify tissues and 

cells used in transplantation are 
essential for full traceability.
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Outline of the PresentationOutline of the Presentation

� Substances of Human origin

� Issues and challenges

� WHO policies and directions as enshrined in WHA 

resolutions

� What has WHO done?

� What are the next steps?
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Developing a National Blood System



� Strengthening the role of nurses and 

midwives in ensuring safe clinical transfusion 

and patient safety, Dubai, UAE, April 2010

– 18 countries from AFR (11) , EMR (4) and 

SEAR (3)

� Organized by WHO HQ/Geneva and 

Sharjah Blood Transfusion and Research 

Centre & cosponsored by the Gov of UAE

� Collaboration with UNFPA, ICN, ICM, WFH 

and TIF

� Collaboration with WHO programmes on 

Nursing and Midwives, Injection Safety, 

Making Pregnancy Safer and Patient Safety  

WHO Interregional ConsultationWHO Interregional Consultation



Materials and Tools for Safe Clinical Transfusion 

Process and Patient Safety 
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WHO Plans and Activities in Haemovigilance WHO Plans and Activities in Haemovigilance 

Advocacy and guidance  

� An Aide-Mémoire on 'National haemovigilance system' 

� Policy and technical guidance on 'Establishing a 

national haemovigilance system'

Capacity building 

� Training workshops for implementation of systems for 

data and quality management and haemovigilance 

systems  
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WHO Plans and Activities in Haemovigilance WHO Plans and Activities in Haemovigilance 

Technical support 

� Provision of technical support to countries for 

implementation of WHO guidance and international 

standards related to HV

International data and information sharing

� Collection and sharing of data using common definitions 

and standardized data collection tools, based on the 

WHO Global Database on Blood Safety



29
Health Systems

Policies and Workforce

Health Systems 

and Innovation
Clinical

Procedures

• Indisputable need for globally standardized description and coding for Medical 

Products of Human Origin 

• Opportunity to work in a harmonized way before individual countries or regions 

develop disparate systems

• A global review shows that promoting ISBT128 is the best way to achieve global 
consistency of coding across all medical products of human origin  

• Working relationship between WHO and ICCBBA maintaining ISBT 128: global 
nomenclature, access for LMIC

• WHO SONG project: Standardization of Organ Nomenclature Globally 
http://www.who.int/transplantation/tra_song/en/index.html

Consistent Global Nomenclature and Coding SystemsConsistent Global Nomenclature and Coding Systems
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Globally Consistent Coding Systems
Information Standard for Blood and Transplant 128
Globally Consistent Coding Systems

Information Standard for Blood and Transplant 128

• Terminology

• Nomenclature

• Translations

• Coding

• Unique identifiers

• Centres

• Donations

• (Recipient(s))

• Formatting standards

• Delivery means

• Inter-operability across Medical Products 
of Human Origin

Engagement of professionals, health authorities and industry
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CNT European Projects on V&S 2005-2013
Associating WHO

CNT European Projects on V&S 2005-2013
Associating WHO
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Global Vigilance Tools
3rd Global Consultation on Regulatory Requirements for HCTT,  February 2010 Geneva

Global Vigilance Tools
3rd Global Consultation on Regulatory Requirements for HCTT,  February 2010 Geneva
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The NOTIFY LibraryThe NOTIFY Library

• A database of all types of severe adverse events and reactions that have 

been reported arising from procurement and processing to clinical application of 

cells, tissues and organs for transplantation as well as of medical products of 

human origin used in assisted reproduction technologies.

1. A reference for professionals focused on diagnostic and investigation 

2. but also providing evidence for donor selection, 

3. A source of information for candidate recipients and living donors

4. A database for further study
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Outline of the PresentationOutline of the Presentation

� Substances of Human origin

� Issues and challenges

� WHO policies and directions as enshrined in WHA 

resolutions

� What has WHO done?

� What are the next steps?
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Comprehensive Scope of Vigilance for SOHOComprehensive Scope of Vigilance for SOHO

Safety Ethics Adverse 
Reactions

Adverse 
Events

Cells � � � �

Tissues � � � �

Organ � � � �

Gametes ART � � � �

Blood and 
components

� � � �

Plasma 
Derivatives

� � � �

Complementarity with pharmacovigilance

Other SOHO � � � �

Value of consolidating vigilance for all SOHO
• Many overlap and similarities despite specificities and differences
• Increased donor, recipient and community protection
• Optimizing vigilance for the “exceptional nature” of SOHO
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Need for Global Governance  Need for Global Governance  

� Despite more than 25 resolutions adopted by WHO 

governing bodies addressing the issues of SOHO,  the slow 

implementation of key strategies for blood safety and 

guiding principles for organ transplantation is a major 

impediment to achieving safety, self-sufficiency and universal 

access in many countries

� Need to develop global governance strategies, mechanisms 

and appropriate legal instruments common to SOHO, 

pathway to an international binding convention

– addressing policies on donors, donations, access, equity, 

ethics, safety, traceability, patients


